The novel and nursing history: a consideration of potential sources.
The use of novels in general as a historical source is discussed in this paper. The author shows that, while they must be used with extreme caution, a novel can provide insight for the historian. Literature concerning the role of novels for informing nursing history is reviewed in the paper. The novel Jean Becomes a Nurse by Yvonne Trewin is considered in detail. The novel's aim, stated in its Introduction, of encouraging readers to become nurses, is highlighted. Aspects of the book's content are analyzed including clinical detail, nursing as a vocation and the use of Nightingale motifs. The task-oriented approach to care depicted in the book is also mentioned. The novel is seen to provide insight into the perception and attitudes of nurses towards nursing in the 1950s in the UK. The paper ends by suggesting areas for future research.